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19 We Mouth of the Righteous ſpeaketh Wiſdom, AF 
and his Ti ongue talketh of Tudgment. * 


HIS it fearhs was ba 
Character of a good Man in 
King David's Time; he was 
known by his good Diſcourſe; 7 
©) and if it be not ſo now, tis 
ST L either becauſeMensThoughts 
S are not 10 as they were 
2 ES < then, os Weds wy are 
mightily gone off from the Plainneſs and Simpli- 
city of that Age, and are not ſo much diſpoſed 
to ſpeak what we think. However it be, it * nag = 
ſeem at firſt ſomewhat ſtrange that when Reli- 
gion was more in the Hearts of Men, at 4 fur⸗ 
ther Diſtance from the Tongue, it ſhould: hold "I 
ſuch a ſtrict Correſpondence with it, ag n tis 
got into the Head, and ſo more within its Neigh- Bos 
ourhood, it ſhould: be yet ſuch a Stranger tor i 
Out when I think again Fed Wonder ceaſes, For 1 
2 the! "= 
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_— of Religious Diſcourſes © 
EF  tho' the Tongue has its Dwelling in the Head, 
it has its Motion from the Heart. And fo. our 
©  Saviourtelis us, Mar. 12.34. that ont of the Abun- 
> dance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh. But we 
no where-read that out of the Abundance of the. 
Head the Mouth ſpeaketh. Nor do we find it 
fo by Experience, but rather the contrary, Si- 
lence being the common Effect of much Know- 
ledge. Let a Man's Head be never ſo full, and 
it may eontiaue ſo without aching, but if his Heart 
be full, it muſt diſcharge it ſelf or break. Thus 
tis not only obſerv'd, but even complain'd of. 
ſtudious and contemplative Men, that tho' their 
Heads be never fo plentifully furniſh'd with what 
they read and think, they can yet forbear talking 
of it, and commonly do ſo, thoſe of them that 
think and know moſt, being remarkable for ſpeax- 
ing leaſt, which makes their Converſation fo in- 
ſignificant and upedifying as generally it is. But 
*tis not ſo with Lovers, nor yet with the Men of 
the World. They are not fo reſerv d and lock'd up. 
but will be continually talking of their ſeveral 
Miſtrefes, and fancy the Subject as acceptable 
to others as it is to themſelves, ſo that you may 
quickly know what they are, and which is their 
dominant and governing Paſſion by their Diſ- 
courſe. All Love is talkative, and tho' the Head 
can be ſo contentedly ſilent, the Heart cannot. 
When that is full of any thing, even the Dumb 
cannot forbear ſpeaking, and the Paſſion that 
looſens their Tongues will alſo make them elo- 
quent. And becauſe good Men have their Hearts 
end Minds as much ſet upon Goodneſs, as the 
Men of the World have theirs upon world ly and 
carnal Objects, ſince the Love of God and of 
Virruc is their great Paſſion, and Religion the 
Wei ht avd Bias of their Souls, hence 'tis that 
= he Vein of their Diſcourſe. runs altogether upon 
1.2. 3 7 | : | that 
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in Common Converſaliunn. 
that Strain, and while Vanity and Folly, Sin and 
Impertinence are the beaten Subjects of ordinat 
Converſation, The Mouth of the Righteous 
ſpeaketh Wiſdom, and his Tongue taiketh r 
udzment. ' > 408 
-- 1 Nx ED not beſtow any critical Nicity upon 
the Words M ſdom and Fudgment, fo frequently 
_ uſed in Scripture, - which takes no, Notice by way 
of Commendation of any Wiſdom but what ſerves - 
to the Government of a Man's Life, and the 
Salvation of his Soul, and which commonly ufes 
Judgment for Juſtice and Equity, as alſo more 
at large for the Rules and Precepts of ' Morality. - 
and good Life in general: And that it ſignifies 
ſo here, ſufficiently appears from the following 
Part of this Character of a good Man in the 
next Verſe, The Law of his God is in his Haurt. 
From which put together, the Lak of the 
Pſalmiſt ſeems to be to characterize a good Man 
by this Property, that he is one that is wont up- 
on all Occaſions to ſeaſon even his ordinary Con- 
perſation with good wholeſome Diſcourſe, ſome 
ious and religious Matter or other, that may. 
| San to enlighten and edify thoſe that hear him, 


and make them. the wiſer and the better for: his 
Company. | N 


, 

WW | Tu E Subject then that I am led to treat of 

'S upon the Occaſion of theſe Words, is, Of - Relt- 

. gious Diſcourſè in Ordinary Converſation For 
the fuller and more diſtindt Conſideration H 

8 which my preſent Undertaking ſhall. be, | 

a Fine r, To enquire into the Reaſons why: 

| Diſcourſe about Religion is ſo much diſaſed,. 

even by good Men, in common Converſation. | 
 'SECONDLY, To ſhew the Inſufficiency: of 
thoſe -Reaſons, and that to ſeaſon his Niſcourſe” 

n with the Things of Religion is one real Part ß 

the Duty of Nan. 2 A3 Inna, 
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6 Of Religions Diſcour e: 

TIA DT, To ſhew that thoſe who are 
very good indeed, and have a due thorough 
Senſe of Religion, will have Regard to this 

Practice, and ar leaſt in fome conſiderable Mea- 
ſure, exerciſe themſelves in it. So making good 
the Character given of them by the Pſalmif}, 
The Month of the Righteous ſteak#th Wiſdom, 
and his Tongue talketh of Fudgment. 


C be An »Þ firſt. for the Reaſons of the 
Part I. Diſuſe of Religion in Diſcourſe. And 
bdbere in the firſt Place, I take it for 
granted that I am not going to account for an 
imaginary Defect, or Neglect in 74e only, but 
that the Caſe ſuppoſed is real, that fo talk of 
+ Religion is indeed very much diſuſed and out of | 
Faſhion, and that among People of laudable "| 
Character, and otherwiſe good and virtuous. Not 
that the Articles, Points, Queſtions, and Con- 
troverſies of Religion are ſo paſs'd over in Si- 
lence : No, There was always Noiſe and Cla- 
mour enough about them, and never more than 
now, tho' there be but little Truth gain'd, and a 
reat deal of Charity loſt in the Contention. 
Bur 'tis not the notional- but the practical Part 
of Religion, whoſe Diſuſe in Converſation I 
complain of. Men do indeed talk of Religion, but 
not of that. which is practical, nor in a practical 
Way ; that is, I mean after ſuch a ſerious and 
devotional Manner as to put one another in re- 
membrance of the great Concernments of a good 
Life, and of that two-fold Eternity which de- 
nds upon it, and to ſtir one another up to the 
orks of Piety and Charity, and the Exetciſe of 
ſuch Chriſtian Graces as are neceſſary both to 
carry them to Heaven, and to qualify them for 
the Enjoyment of it. Do Men talk thus of Re- 
E- Jigion? No, Wicked Men cannot, and $09 
9 1 | 8 | | Men 


Men (unleſs they be very good indeed, whoſe | I 


together, and never hear one Word of Religion 


of Wrangle and Diſpute, and that indeed unleſs 


courſe about it, whicher ſhall a Man go, unleſs 

the Diſcourſe of the World runs upon the Things 
Learning, not to ſay any thing of leſſer ank 
| FSrrious- Tongue | m 
| 8 Buz and Hum of the City. But as for Re- 


our Books of Devotion and our Churches, (thoſe 


- whether there were any Religion among us. Sure 


in Common Converſation. 7 


Number, God knows, a few Figures-will ſerve, 
to caſt up) for ſome certain Reaſons too often 
decline it. So that between them both, what 
thro' the Indiſpoſition of the one, and the Inca- - 
ety of the other, a Man may make Viſit after 
ifit, go from Houſe to Houſe, out of one Com- 
pany into another, for it may be a Twelvemonth 


paſs, unleſs it be (as was hinted before) by wa 


he ſtop his Ears, he can hardly avoid, if he can 
then. But as for any ſerious and edifying Dit- 


it be to Church, to hear any ſuch Thing ? All 
of the World, ſuch as News, Trade, Buſineſs, , 7 


meaner Subjects that imploy Gofliping and Cen- 
s And theſe Things make the 


gion there is in all this Hurry ſuch an univerſal 
Huſh and Silence about it, that were it not for 


two Providential Monuments and Prefervatives 7 
of declining Piety) a Stranger would hardly know 


I am it would be a great While before he would 
find it by our Diſcourſe ; and were he to pick it 
out by that, for ought I know, he might learn our 


Language much ſooner. It looks in my Mind as 
if Religion had a Kind of Tmbargo laid upon it, 
and Men were under a Prohibition to talk of it, 

and to forfeit ſome Penalty to the Government 


if they did. Were this the Caſe, I am confident 
they could not be more filent concerning it than 
they are, and conſidering the Bent of our Incli- 
nation to what is forbid, I queſtion whether they 
would be ſo much! A4 © Anp+ 
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8 M Religious Diſconr/e 
Ax v yet Men profeſs Religion all this while, 
expreſi a decent Regard towards it, and pretend 
to believe the weighty Doctrines of it, the Be- 
ing of God, the Reſurrection of the Body, the 
Immortality of the Soul, and the two great Eter- 
nities. And is it not ſtrange then that they 
ſhould never talk of theſe Things? Should but 
any two of theſe Men travel together upon the 
Road, eſpecially if to a Place of confiderable 
Note, and which they were never at before, and 
where they were ever after to dwell, how often 
would they talk of it before they got to it! Now 
is not this exactly our Caſe ? We are all Travel- 
lers, and our Lite is but a Journey, and we are 
bound not for a little Tun or City, but for ano- 
| ther World, to which we are perfect Strangers at 
preſent, and in which we are to take up our hap» 
py or miferable Abode for ever. And is it not then 
very firange that Men ſhould travel on together 
Day after Day, for many Years following, upon 
a Journey of fuch Conſequence as this, and ne- 
ver entertain themſelves upon the Road with 
- what all other Travellers do, Diſcourſe about 
their Journey's End, and the right Way that leads 
to it. That a Thing that is ſo much every Bo- 
dy's Concern, ſhould be almoſt no Body's Diſ- 
courſe.” Is not this a Wonder? | Yes, it is the 
very greateſt that I know of in the World. But 
then this makes it the more neceflary to conſider 
the Reaſons of ſo ſtrange a Conduct. . | 
An p here I think in the firſt Place 'tis very 
Plain and obvious why wicked Men talk no more 
of Religion, even becauſe they have none'to talk 
- of. The Reaſon why there is ſo little of it in 
their Mouths, is becauſe there is leſs of it in their 
Hearts. When there are ſo many other Subjects 
| that are more agreeable to their Taſtes, they 
bave no Heart to talk of a Thing they have 2 
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ther Notion nor reliſh of themſelves, and which 3 
| Would but lull their jolly Company aſleep. And 
| truly tis no great Matter whether they do or no; 
fince they muſt needs do it with a very ill Grace, 
and to very little Purpoſe. Relipion has no Ad- 

vantage from the Commendations of thoſe whoſe 

Lives are a conſtant Satyr upon it, and they do it 

Diſkonour enough by their bare Profeſfion of it, 

and therefore need not add to that the further 
Diſßrace of their Diſcourſe, And unleſs they 
owe it a'Spite, and have a Mind either to affront 
that or their Company, ſure they will not. For 
certainly the religious Diſcourſe of him cannot'be 
very decent to Men, whoſe Religion it ſelf, 

_ Whoſe very Prayer is an Abomination to God, 
and if a Parable, as Solomon ſays, Prov. 26. 7. 
be not comely in the Mouth of a Fool, much leſs ' 

is Religion in the Mouth of an ill Man. But I 
think we may excuſe them here, it being a Fault 
they are very rarely guilty of, unleſs it be u 
two particular Occaſions, when they are either 
arunk or about to die, and then indeed. you ſhall 
have ſome of them very devoutly given, and 
much for talking of Religion, but at other Times 
they ſtudiouſly Baulk and decline it as too flat a 
Subject for their gay Spirits. | 

Bur tts not worth while to confider any longer. 
what theſe Men do, or upon what Grounds and 
Motives they act. It is 3 Conſequence to 
inquire into the Grounds and Reaſons of the great 

Niſuſe of religious Diſcourſe among good Men, 
And here tho” I doubt not but that this is in great 

Meaſure to be aſcrib'd to want of Goodneſs too 
as well as in the other ſort, or which is all one, 
to the ImperfeQion of it, fince, as will be made 

appear under the Third Part, thoſe who have a. 

due Senſe of Religion, and a thorough Zeal for 
it, will ſhew it by their Diſcourſe, yer ou —_ 
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10 Of Religions Diſcourſe 
| beſt, are yet ſuppos d 


| ſhall do them or their helliſh. Cauſe any Hurt. 


* oY 


the Men I am now ſpeaking of, tho not the very 
to be good, and ſo mult 
have a true Love and Value for Religion, and 
conſequently muſt be ſuppos'd willing enough of 
themſelves to talk of it, were there not ſome 
Diſcouragements from without that did hinder 
them from ſo doing, I think it more material at 
preſent to confider what thoſe unhappy Diſcou- 
ragements are. The moſt ordinary and moſt ꝓre- 


vailing of which I take to be theſe Three. 


1. The Contempt that is generally caſt upon 
good Mn. That | 

2. The Fear of being thought Hypocrites. 

3. Shame of being out of the Mode or Faſhion. 


. 


I. The Contempt that is generally caſt upon 
good Men. Not that I think an ill Man can poſ- 


| fibly deſpiſe a good Man in his Heart. No, he 
has a ſecret Eſteem and Veneration for him there, 


and as he would willingly die the Death, ſo he 
inwardly honours the Life of the Righteous. But 
yet for all this wicked Men have ſtill ſo much of 


Is their Father the Devil in them, that they are 
Joath to be unhappy alone, and take a folitary , 


Journey to Hell, and-are therefore for ſecuring as 


much Company thither before hand as they can. 


And in order to this they endeavour to fix a Mark 
of Ignominy and Diſgrace upon Religion, and 
treat thoſe that openly profeſs and practiſe it with 


Scorn and Contempt, thinking by their ridiculing 


Scoffs and Flouts either to laugh them out. of it, 
or at leaſt to diſcourage them ſuch an open 
Acknowledgment, and viſible Expreſſion of it as 


Their Plot is againſt the very Being and Life of 
Religion, and if by this Means they cannot ex- 


tinguiſh its vital Heat, yet they hope at _ Fa 


E 


a 0 


that if Men will be good and virtuous they ſhall 


they ſhould meet with it, and fo, with the Pfalm- 


118 


tis againſt the natural Grain and Diſpoſition of 


nex d to their Character, and there fore they chuſe 
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nn Common Converſation. 11 
flifle its Light, and hinder it from ſhining. 80 


be ſo to themſelves, and make no Shew of their | 
Piety to ſhame and upbraid thoſe that have none, 
or to confirm thoſe that have. This is their d: 
viliſh Policy, and with the Devil's Help they too 
often ſucceed in it, having beſides that Advantage 
a very ſtrong Paſſion i Vn Nature on their 
Side. For there is nothing that Men more na- 
turally love than Eſteem, and nothing that they 
more naturally hate, and can leſs bear, than Con- 
tempt, And fince this Contempt is thus mali- 
ciouſly intail'd upon Goodneſs, this makes good 
Men backward to diſcourſe of Religion, for fear, 


itt, P/al. 39. they hold their Mouth as it were 
with a Bridle, while the Ungodly are in their 
Sight, and keep Silence, yea, even from good 
Words, tho' it be Pain and Grief to them. For 


their Minds; but they are afraid to appear what 
they are, becauſe of the Contempt We is an- 


(tho' with inward Reluctance) to hide their Good- 
neſs, and wear a Diſguiſe over it, as ſome whoſe 
Profeflion obliges them to another Sort of Habit, 
are ſaid to travel ſometimes in grey Coats, for 
fear of meeting with Affronts upon the Road. 
Why this is the very Caſe of good Men in the 
World. They dare not appear in their true Co- 
lours. But then, by the Way, is not the World 
come to a fine Paſs, think ye, when Religion has- 
o few Friends in it, that the Servants of Jeſus 
hriſt are afraid to wear their Maſter's Livery, 
leaſt it ſhould expoſe them to Aﬀronts? But 1 
forbear, and go on to the next Diſcouragement, 
which is, 1 


„ / - a 
— 5 3 4 
9 2 4 
- 
«fd 
by 
© & 1 
. Daene 4 
— 122 0 


132 Of Religious Diſcarſ® I 
2. The Fear of being thought Hypocrites. Hy- || * 
74 3 is fo odious a Vice that even the very Su- t 
pition of it is intolerahle, and the better any 1 

1 

] 


Man is, the more uneaſy and inſupportable it muſt 
be to him. As there can be nothing ſo funda- 
mentally contrary to the Nature and Character 60 
of a good Man, ſo there is nothing ſo deeply re- 8 
ſented, or dalle dreaded by him, to whom it I 
muſt be a far leſs Affliction to. be thought alto-—- 1 
gether without Religion, than to be thought a t 
Pretender to it when he has none, Now here's 1 
another Artifice of wicked Men againſt the Good || 
and Pious. If they fail. in their firſt Deſign, and | 
"cannot directly ridicule: them out of their Reli- t 
gion, nor render them ridiculous for it, then they 
turn the Tables, and cry them down for Hypo- 
crites and Diſſemblers, and then they reckon ] 
they undermine the beautiful Pabrick of their 
> Yirtves at one Blow, and make them contempti - 
ble and odious all at once. And becauſe this is- 

ſo effectual an Ragine, you ſhall often find them | 
at work with it. When they ſee a Man carry any 2 

extraordinary Appearances, or expreſs any uncom- 

mon Symptoms of Religion (and as the World' 
es, ordinary ones are now become ſuch) either - 

in his Actions, or in his Diſcourſe, the next 
Word is, I'll warrant you he is 4 Hypocrite, and 
then they reckon they have done his Work, and 
their own too. Now tho' this be a moſt extra- 
vagant and unconſcionable Way of cenſuring, to 
' fot Men down for Hypocrites, becauſe they wear 
about them the Marks and Characters of Reli- 
gion, yet I muſt needs confeſs, that a certain Sort 
of Men in the World have unhappily contributed 
too much Occaſion to it, and Pretence for it, 
partly by their talking of Religion after ſuch a 
_ canting, whining, awkward, and fantaſtical Man» 
ner, ſo as to betray the Want of it at the ſame 
- 0808 | Time; 
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Time; and partly by acting againſt it, while in 
their Diſcourſe they ſeem'd ſo paſſionately zea- 


* 

7 | lous and concern'd for it, by being found want- 
t | ing in the great Duties of Morality, and particu» 
r 


larly to make. bold with the Precepts of the Se- 
cond Table, while they overflow'd with religious 
Sentences, dropt Scripture as they went, and had 

nothing but God, Chrift, and Heaven in their. ©? 

; Mouths. This awkward and nauſeous Way of 

L talking of Religion was enough of it ſelf to make 

Mien fick of it. But then the groſs Immorality 

| that uſually went along with it, did ſo further pre- 

| | judice and poſſeſs them againſt it, that whenever 
they heard Men begin any Diſcourſe about Re- 

ligion, they thought preſently there was fome 

. Diſhoneſty a hatching, and that twas Time to 

| look to their Pockets. By this Means good Com- 

; munication was brought into diſcredit, the Pa- 

late of the World was diſguſted at it, ſome were 

- Jealous of it, others afraid of it, and all conceiv'd 

: a Prejudice and an Averſion againſt it, fo that 

| the holy Things of Religion fell at length into 
Contempt and Diſrepute, nay, became an Abo- 

: mination and an Oftnce: inſomuch that (as tis 

' | fFaid upon the Occaſion of the Miſcarriages of 

Eli's Sons) Men Bbhorr'd the Offerings of the 
Lord, 1 Sam. 2.17. And as the Text moreoyer 
Nys, that the Sin of the young Men was great, ſo 
doubt not but that the Meg I ſpeak of have 4 
great deal to anſwer for the Prejudice they have 
= to the Intereſt of Religion, the geperal Diſ- 
reliſh and Diſtaſte they have rais'd in Mens Minds 
«pho the Scandal they have laid in the Way 
of good Men, and the Advantage they have given 
to the bad, who have not fail'd to make the ut- 
moſt Uſe and Improvement of it. For I cannot 
but look upon this as the chief Cauſe of the great 

Diſuſe of religious Diſcourſe, of which even good 

| Men 
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14 Of Religions Diſcourſes © 
Men are grown ſhy, aſham'd, nay, even afraid, 
leſt they ſhould be thought guilty of that Hypo- 
criſy which ſome of our late Pretenders were fo 
notorious, and ſo infamous for. The ſhort is, 
Men were got into a very odd and untoward Wa 
of talking of Religion, and ſome of the greate 
Talkers of it were withal obſery'd to be ſome of 
the greateſt Knaves, and to make uſe of their 
- fanftify'd Diſcourſe only as a Diſguiſe to palliate, 
and as an Inſtrument to execute their Knavery, 
and this made honeſt and well-meaning Men avoid 
it, for fear they ſhould be taken for Knaves and 
Hypocrites too. And the ſame Conſideration has 
too great an Influence upon them ill, and 'tis a 
Prejudice they cannot yet get over. But there is 
another confiderable O e behind, and that 


is, 4 
3. The Shame of being out of the Mode and. 

\ Faſhion of the World. This Reaſon I put laſt, 
becauſe it ſuppoſes religious Diſcourſe to be al- 
ready in Diſuſe for the Sake of the two former, 
and does not firſt make it ſo, but only adds more 
Weight to the already prevailing Scale. The Con- 
' tempt that lies yon good Men, and the Fear of 
being taken for eee firſt jointly conſpire to 
bring religious Diſcourſe out of Faſhion; and when 
it is ſo, then the Shame of being out of that Fa- 
ſhion contributes to the further Forbearance and 
Diſuſe of it. The Mode and Cuſtom of the 
World is one of the moſt ingaging and u 


Things in it; one of the firſt that Fools learn, an 


one of the laſt that wiſe Men can find the Courage 
to diſpiſe. Tis ſo in all Things, but in nothing 
ſo much as in Diſcourſe, whoſe Conformity to 
Cuſtom is reckon'd its greateſt Elegance and Com- 
mendation, as well in the Choice of the Subject, 
as in the Uſe of Words and Phraſcs. Men uſuall 
talk not only according to-the Tone ayd Diale& 
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n Common Comverſation. 1 
. of their ſeveral Countries, but upon thoſe Sub- 
4 JeQts too that are moſt faſhionable and creditable _ - 
4 there. For you muſt know that there are certain 
Gs modiſh Subjects as well as modiſh Expreſſions 
4 and Ways of Talking, and thoſe different accotd- 
F ing to Diverſity of Ages, Places, and Perſons. The 
Courtier's Subject is Love and Gallantry, the 


8 Gentleman talks of his Country Sports and Re- 
wn creations, the Tradeſman of Buſineſs and Six to 

; the Hundred, the Scholar, a little indeed more to 

2 the Purpoſe, of Books and Learning; but none 

4 of theſe talk of Religion; that's a ſtale, oute: 

4 ted, antiquated, ſuperannuated Subject, too alli 
and melancholly for the Gaity of this ſpruce 


more accompliſh'd Age, and a Man were as good | 
be ſeen in an'antick Dreſs, or with a Ruff about 
his Neck, as to have it in his Mouth. And ac- 
2 thoſe that have it in theit Hearts, are 
apt to be very wary and cautious how they let it 

- appear here. They ſee that the Humour of the 


? orld runs againſt them, that there are ſo man 

more pleaſing and agreeable Subjects to talk of, 

; that Religion can find no Place, and is in a manner 
ſhut ourt-of all Converſation, that the Great and 


| the Wiſe, the Well-bred and the Learned, and 
' | even the Good too, very gravely paſs it over, and 
| they are loth to be fingular, and know not how in- 
by deed to begin an unwelcome Diſcourſe, upon an 


unmodiſh Subject, and which, if they ſhould, no 
body would ſecond them in, or thank them for; 
or perhaps ſo much as give them a pad tHear- 
ing; and ſo partly out of Caution an 1 Re- 
gard to themſelves, and partly out of good Breed- 
ing and in pon to their Company, they very 
- mannerly and civilly let it alone. And by this 
Means it comes to paſs that other Channels are 
cut out for our Diſcourſe, which runs upon all the 
SubjeQs in the World beſides, whether great or 
1 5 little, 
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x6 "Of Religions Diſcourſs FF 
little, good or bad, fo that nothing can eſcape the 
Reach and Compaſs of our Talk, while in the 
mean Time, Religion, which is the Glory of our 
Natures, the End of our Beings, the nobleſt Ob- 
ject of our Thoughts, the greateſt Concernment 
of our Lives, and the beſt Imployment of our 
Tongues, is yet confin'd to the Cloſer, and dares 
not appear A broad, or breathe in the open Air, but 
like a Lamp in an Urn, is forced: to burn under 
Ground, and to ſhine within its little ſubterrane- 
ous Incloſure, where none can ſee or enjoyvits 
«Eight. The World in ſhort is come to this, that 
"that Freedom, Openneſs, and Ingenuity that be- 
longs to Religion and Virtue, is uſurp'd by Vice 
and Wickedneſs; and that Guilt, Shame, and Re- 
ſervedneſs, which is proper and due only to Vice, 
is by a ſtrange Combination and Agreement im- 
poſed upon Region ; ſo that as excellent a Thing 
as it is, even thoſe that have it are aſham'd to own 
it, but every Man keeps it as a Fairy-Treaſure 
to himſelf, as if he were to loſe either chat or his 
Credit by the Diſcovery. And thus have I laid 
before you the principal Reaſons of the great Diſ- 
uſe of Religion in our common Diſcourſe. And. 
leſt they ſhould be thought to juſtify that unhap- 
py Effect which they ſo ordinarily produce, I 
come now in the next Place, | 


Part II. Skcoxprx, To ſhew the Inſuffici- 
.,...\ ency of theſe Reaſons, and that to 
Diſcourſe with the Things of Religion 
ear Part of the Duty of Man. And firſt as 
to the Contempt that ſo aal waits upon Good- 
neſs, what is there in it that ſhould ſo much as 
move a Perſon of Senſe and Diſcretion, (which 1 
ſuppoſe every good Man in ſome Meaſure to be) 
When he conſiders that 'tis-only-Contempt, that is, 
only an Opinion, which being a Thought of the 
1 7 * p . | . Mind y 
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ind may indeed expreſs it ſelf in Words, Looks, 


and ſupercilious Behaviour, but. can neither wound 
the Fleſh, nor break the Bones, nor make the Ob- 
jekt of it any further unhappy than he pleaſes. 


Por when all's done, tis not another's Thought 


concerning a Man, but his on that muſt afflict 
him, and make him uneaſy, and if he can but 


maſter his own Reflection, he may at once defy 


and deſpiſe the other's Opinion. As he may eaſilyx 


do, if he conſiders further, that tis not only mere 


Cogtempt, but the Contempt of an ill Man, who. 
ſor the ſame Reaſon to be ſure is ſo ill a Judge, 
that his good Character would be the trueſt Scan- 
dal, and if he thought never ſo honourably of a 
deſerving Perſon, it would be that Perſon's In- 
tereſt to bribe him to keep his Opinion to himſelf. 

But then again, tis not only bare Contempt, and 
that of an ill Man, but an ill Man's Contempt of 
one that is good, and therefore worthy of the 


higheſt Honour and Eſteem, and that for doing 


what belongs to him as ſuch, for acting according 
to his excellent Nature and Character. Tis as 
if one ſhould deſpiſe Light for ſhining, And can 
there be any thing more contemptible, as well as 
abſurd; than ſuch a Contempt, unleſs it be the 
Author of it? All this I ſpeak upon Suppoſition, 
that an ill Man could poſfibly deſpiſe one whom 
he thinks truly good: But what if he cannot ?: 
What if all this Contempt (as was remark'd be- 
ſore) be nothing but in ſhew and external Treat- 
ment, nothing but a forc'd acting of an unci vil 
Part, while at the ſame time he ſecretly honours. 
and reverences him within himſelf? What a poor 
N Thing muſt this empty Shadow of 
Diſreſpect then appear, how unworthy, will note 
ſay of a good Man's Concern, but even of his ve- 
ry. Notice and Conſideration !. 
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9 Religious Diſeourſe 


Tux w in the next Place, as to the Fear of be- 


ing thought a Hypocrite, I will readily allow it to 
be as bad a Thought as one Man can poſſibly en- 


tertain of another (which by the way ſhould make 
Men tender and cautious how they procced to ſo 
ſevere a Cenfure) but then *tis no more than a 


Thong he, and that commonly of the more raſh 


and haſty as well as diſaffected Judges, and in the 


preſent Caſe a very unjuſt one, there being no ra- 


tional Ground why any Man ſhould be thought 
guilty of Hypocriſy for talking religiouſly, unleſs 
he betray it himſelf, either by the affected and 


 fantaſtick Manner of his Diſcourſe, or by the vi- 


fible' Demonſtration of a contrary Life. Religious 


talking abſolutely confider'd and in it ſelf, is no 


natural Sign of Hypocriſy, but of the contrary, 


for who Thould talk of Religion but thoſe that 


have a deep Senſe of it, and are animated with 


its Power and Spirit? There is, I know, a Way 


of Talking, or rather, Prating of Religion, which: 


may juſtly expoſe a Man to that Suſpicion, but 


truly if a Man diſcourſe of it ſeriouſly, gravely, 


Sberly, and unaffectedly, and does not appear to 


bely his Diſcourſe' by his Practice, whatever 
wicked and envious Men may out. of Malice or 
Policy give out, I can hardly believe that they 
who call him Hypocrite with their Mouths, do in 
their Hearts really think him ſo. But whether 
they do or no, what great Matter is it, and what 
need a good Man be fo much concern'd to be 
thought or cenfur'd as a Hypocrite by a Company 
of fallible Creatures at beſt, and fot the moſt 
part Fools and Sots, when he is conſcious to him- 
{e]f of his own Sincerity, andican with Boldneſs 
2 to the great infallible Judge, for the Truth 
Integrity of his Heart. . 

TRE laſtly, As to-the Shame of being out 

af the Mode and Faſhion, this one would nk 


| in Common Converſation. ig 
>. ſhould be even to an ordinary Meaſure of Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, a very vincible and ſurpaſſable 


0 

— Diſcouragement. For alas what is a Mode or Fa- 

e | ſhion, but only a continued and ſettled Practice 

© of a great many? A Mode implies only Matter of 

a Fact, not of Reaſon or Right. Tis not what a 

h reat many ſhould do, but what they do do, and * 
e or ſome confiderable Time continue to do. Fr 
' there are two Things that go to the making of a 
t Mode or Faſhion, the Practice of a great many, 
8 and the Continuation and Settlement of that 

d Practice. The Practice of a few does not make 

- a Faſhion, nor of a great many if it have not 
9 ſome Continuance. But now that a Thing be 
0 done for a long Time, or by a great many, (beſides 


that thoſe Many, tho' the major, are generally 

t the leaſt confiderable Part of Mankind) is ſo ca- 

, ſual and fortuitous a Thing, and that depends 
upon ſo many little Accidents and Contingencies, - 
not to ſay Whimſeys and Caprices, that the World 
had need be much another Thing than it is, to i 
deſerve that a wiſe Man ſhould pay any great 
Deference to any of its Faſhions. Indeed; did. 
Men always act aonſiderately, and upon Principles 
of Senſ&and Reaſon, nay, even according to the 
beſt of that Underſtanding which they have, the 
Caſe would be very different; but as they are 
pleas'd now to order the Matter, that which we 
call the Faſhion of the World, is little better than 

the Humour of the World, and what great Regard 
is there due to that? Something indeed there is 
init, ſo much, that a Man would” nor willingly 
be out of the Mode when he might be as well in it, 
but would comply with it as far as he might inno- 
cently and reaſonably, and not be ſingular for no- 
thing. But yet afterall; a Mode that has no na- 

tural Reaſon or Ground, but only mere Cuſtom 
and Uſe to ſupport it, is but a very little Things © 
SR; | DB & —  __ 
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And what then is an ill Mode, a Mode that is a» 


gainſt all Senſe and Reaſon and Religion too, and 


that rends to the Diſcouragement and Suppreſſion, 


Imay ſay Extinction of that little Piety that is left 
among us? And what Reaſon is there that a good 
Man (one of whoſe principal Characters is, Not to 
be conſorm d to theCourſe of the World) ſhould de- 
cline diſcourſing of the only Subject that's worth 
talking of, for 

But the Miſchief of it is, Fools begin Faſhions,and 
wiſe Men not only follow, but authorize them. 


An p thus you ſce. how. ſlight and trivial theſe 
mighty Objections are, when they come to be 
look d into, which diſcourage ſo many good Men 


from talking of Religion, and withal, by the Way, 


what little Things will hinder. us from doing that 
which is Good. But ſuppoſe they were never ſo- 
confiderable otherwiſe and. in themſelves, yet 
what are they, and how little ought they to be 
regarded, when they come in Competition with a 
Man's Duty! I ſay a Man's D1ty, for fo I call it, 
and ſhall now prove it to be, from the three great 
Heads of the Duty of every Man, that to Him- 
felf, that to his Neighbour, and that to God, 


An p Firſt, 'tis a Duty that every Man owes to 


Himſelf, The great and general Duty that every. 
Anne to bimſelf, is ts my Perfection 
of his rational Nature, and to provide for the 
eternal Happineſs of his Soul. And the next to 
that, is to ule all thoſe Means which directly lead 
to that End, and have a near Connexion with it. 
Now as a holy and religious Frame and Temper: 
of Mind is the neareſt and moſt immediate Means 
to that, ſo there is nothing that does more natural- 


ly conduce to cheriſh: and keep up in a Mana 


warm and vital Senſe of Religion, thanfr2quently. 
to talk of it. Meditation upon good Things is in- 


deed: 


* 


ar of tranſgreſſing ſuch a Mode? 


MS - 6 a» a. ls 


* 


Yd 


in Common.Converſation. 21 


deed of excellent Uſe to this Purpoſe, and accord» 


ingly, the Pfalmiſt makes it ane Part of the.good = 
Man's Character, PYſal. 1. that he Meditates in 
the Law of God Day aud Night. And ſo in the 


Verſe after the Text it is ſaid of him, that Th 


Zau of his God is in bis Heart. But yet however, 
religious Thoughts when they are confin'd to the 


Mind, and tranſacted only in the Scene of the 


Imagination, have not half that Influence upon 
the Man, as when they are cloath'd with Words, 
and are audibly utter'd by the Tongue. Medita- 
tion is a great Improvement to a S$chplar, but yet 
to diſcourſe over, and communicate his Notions to 
another, ſerves yet further to improve him, and 
lets in new and more Light into his Thoughts, 


And ſo tis in Religion, tathink and meditase of _ 


it ſilently to ones ſelf, is, no Doubt, a, very com- 
fortable and edifying Practice; but yet when, we 
talk of it to another, it makes a deeper Impreſſion 
upon us, and we are quite otherwiſe affected with, 
it than when we muſed upon it pri vately by. our 
ſelves alone. And indeed, let a Man retire into- 
his Cloſet never ſo duly, and imploy himſelf there 
never ſo devoutly, in Prayer, Meditation, and 
Communion with God, yet to have no body to talk» 
to of Religion afterwards when he comes fofth, 
nor to hear it talk d of, muſt needs be a great Damp 
to him, and if not quite unbend, muſt yet however 
very much ſlacken the Spring of his Devotion. 
Which, by the Way, is the great Diſad vantage of 
Hermits and ſolitary Recluſes. Their Ligbt ſhines 
only through an empty Medium, without meeting 
with any Body in its Way to return it, and ſo wants 
the Reflection of its own Beams, They may have 


a good Principle of ſpiritual Life in them, but the 
heavenly Plant is too much ſtreightned and bound 


up to thrive, and cannot ſhoot forth its Branches 
very far (how good ſoe ver its Root may be) for 


want 


22 Of Religions Dyſcourſe 
want of Liberty and Room. But then where's the 
Difference in this Reſpect betwixt living in a De- 
fart and in the World, fince Religion is in a man- 
ner as little diſcours'd of in the one as in the other? 
Why truly the Odds is not much, fave only that 
what is «Qually thus in Society, as Men are pleas'd 
to order it, muſt of Neceſſity be ſo in perfect So- 
tirude, and that in the World, as wicked and ill 
order'd as it is, a Man may poſſibly meet with a 
Correſpondent in Piety with whom he may traf- 
fick and negotiate in the Affairs of Heaven, which 
in a Deſart he cannot, but till he does do ſo, his 
Caſe is the ſame with that of a Hermit, (only in 
- fome Reſpetts a great deal worſe, as liable to the 
Aſſaults of bad Diſcourſe, as well as to the Want 
of good) and his Religion-has the very ſame Dif. 
advantage to contend with, And that truly a very 
great one. For even Fire it ſelf will languiſh and 
out if it want Air, and ſo will Devotion too if 
it have not Vent by good Diſcourſe, which fans 
and ventilates its holy Fire, and ſerves (even as 
much as Fuel itſelf to nouriſh and keep it alive. 
And I cannot but reckon the Want of this among 
the chief Cauſes of the great and long lamented: 
Decay of Chriſtian Piety. For Converſation is the 
very Air and Breath, I had almoſt ſaid the Lungs, 
| of Religion, without which it will be in Danger of 
being ſtifled and choak' d up, but with which it 
will glow, and flame out, and burn bright. And 
therefore ſince to talk of Religion is an Exerciſe 
that tends ſo much to the Advantage of it, every 
Man certainly owes fo much at leaſt to bimſelf, 
and the Care of his own Soul, as frequently to uſe 
and practiſe it. But further, 15 
SzconDLY, "Tis alſo a Duty that every Man 
owes to his Neighbonyr ; whom he is bound to love 
as himſelf, and whoſe ſpiritual Welfare therefore 
the is to regard · and ſet forward as he would-do his- 
WL on. 
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own. Now he cannot expreſs this his charitable 
Regard to his Neighbour better, nor promote his 
Soul's Health and Happineſs more than by uſing 
pious and religious Diſcourſe to him in his ordi- 
nary Converſation with him. For as evil Com- 
Munication corrupts good Manners, ſo good Com- 
munication will reform evil Ones, and make them 
that are Good better. And fince wicked Men, 
thoſe Emiſſaries of the Devil, are ſo buſy to ſea · 
fon thoſe they converſe with, what they can, with 
the helliſh Leaven of their lewd, profane, and 
immoral Talk, why ſhould not good Men, if *twere 
only to countermine the others Wickedneſs, think 
themſelves as much concern'd to diſpoſe Men to 
Goodneſs by their pious Diſcourſe ? Not that af- 
ter all they can reaſonably hope to do as much 
Good by their wholeſome, as the others do Miſ- 
chief by their poiſonous Breath, becauſe theſe lat- 
ter row witb the Stream, and have the Bias of 
corrupt Nature on their Side. But however, a 
great deal of Good may be done, and if any Thin | 
will reform the World, and revive in it the ol w_ 
Evangelick Spirit of Primitive Piety, it muſt he | 
| \ 
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good familiar Diſcourſe. For beſides the many 
3 good Offices that may be done with it 
y informing the Ignorant, by awakening thofe | 
that do not conſider nor practiſe what they know, | 
by quickening the Lukewarm, by comforting the 
Affficted, and the like, there is this general Ad- 
vantage that will further accrue by it to Mankind, 
People will fee and be convinc'd that there is a 
Senfe of Religion in the World (which truly they _ 
are tempted to queſtion when they hear no body 
talk of it) and that there are ſome in ic that in ſpite 
of all the Diſcouragements of a perverſe and cor- 
rupt Age, dare own and ſtand by the Cauſe of God, 
d not ſcruple to declare what Maſter they ſerve 
- Hy wearing his Livery, are neither aſhaw'd. of 
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what they profeſs, nor afraid of any ill Conſequen- 


des of profeſſing it, which muſt needs be a great 


Comfort, Incouragement and Edification to all 
that are Witneſſes of ſuch a truly great and noble 


lnſtance of Chriſtian Bravery. And truly as eaſy 
and d as pleaſant as the Paths of Piety and Reli- 


gion are, a little Company would do well in the 
Way to Heaven, as well as upon other Roads, and 
there is no Traveller ſo active and full of Spirit, 


but what would travel better in Society with o- 


others, than all alone by himſelf, Prob. 27. 1). 


| s Iron ſharpeneth Iron, ſo a Man ſbarpeneth 


the Countenance of his Friend, ſays Solomon; that 
is, quickens and enlivens him, and ſets a new Edge 


both upon bis Wit, and * his Paſſions and Af - 
i 


ſections. Tis ſo in other Things as well as in Re- 
gion, but moſt of all in Religion, the Impreſſions 


of which nothing will make enter ſo deep, or re- 


main ſo long in the Hearts of Men, as the ſerious 
and frequent Uſe of it in ordinary Diſcourſe. I 


ſay Ordinary Diſcourſe. For to talk of it upon 
ſolemn Occaſions only, looks too much like a * 


1 mality, and tho' good Books and Sermons be of 


excellent Uſe, and may here and there do a great 
deal of Good, yet they are but dead Things in com- 

ari ſon of thoſe living Births of Piety that come 
Bom the Mouth in Converſation, when Hearts 


truly toucht with the Love of God communicate 
their Light and Heat, and blow up one anothers 
dormant Fires into a burning and ſhining Flame. 


And therefore ſince there is ſo much Edification 
in religious Diſcourſe, the great Advantage that 
acerues to our Neighbour as well as to our ſelves. 
by it, may ſerve as another Argument both to 


oblige, and to 2 us to the Practice of it. 
U 


But we are yet further to conſider, | 
THIRDTx, That tis alſe a Duty that every 
Man owes to God, for whoſe Glory he wma 


* 
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and whoſe Honour and Glory by the ou Law 
and End of his Creation he is to ſeek an 
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advance, 
and which he cannot better promote than by re- 


ligious Diſcourſe, by talking honourably of God, 
and ſpeaking good of his Name, by repreſenting 


the Excellency of his Being and Nature, the 


Order and Wiſdom, the Juſtice and Goodneſs of 


his Government, the Reaſonableneſs and Equity 
of his Laws, the Pleaſantneſs and perfect Free- 
dom of his Service, the. great Inſtances of his 


fatherly Love and Kindneſs to us here, and the 


lorious Rewards that he has prepared and re- 
erves for us hereafter, beſides thoſe more direct 
and immediate Glorifications of God, which con- 
ſiſt in Acts of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, which 
by themſelves make a good Part of religious 


Diſcourſe. By theſe we ſhall render God and 
his Ways lovely and amiable in the Eyes of the 
World, win over Subjects to his Government, ſet 


up his Kingdom in their Hearts, raiſe religious 
Sentiments in the Minds of Men, and ſtir em up 
to the Love, Fear, Worſhip, and Adoration of 

the Great and Good God, and to expreſs their 


devotional Affections to him in Conformity to 


his Will, and in Obedience to his Laws, which 
after all is the trueſt Honour and Glorification of 


God, according to that of our Saviour, 70h 15. 


8. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much Fruit. And thus alſo upon the Account 
of the Duty we owe to God, as well as that we 
owe to our Neighbour and our Selves, we are 
obliged to the Practice of religious Diſcourſe, 


which now upon this threefold Ground appears 


to be a real Part of the Duty of Man. 


Il ͤ might further argue the ſame from the 
natural End and Uſe of Speech, which without 


Doubt was given. us for higher and more material 


Purpoſes, 


— 
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Purpoſes, than to drive Bargains upon the Ex- 
change, or to talk Politicks over a News Letter, 
or to hold an i inent Chat in goſſiping Com- 
pany about Cloarhs and Faſhions, and the little 
Affairs and Tranſactions of the Neighbourhood. 
Tis remarkable, that among all the Creatures of 
the World, Man is the only one that has Reli- 


gion, and the only one too that has Speech, and 


is there not great Reaſon to think that one of theſe 
was naturally intended in order to the other? And 
what ſhall a Man talk of, what Subject is there 
that is worthy of bis Diſcourſe, if not that which 
is at once his Per fectiom and his Diſtinction. 

Bur this Matter is; ſufficiently clear d from 
Neon; all therefore that I ſhall further add in 
Confirmation of it ſhall be from Scripture. To 
this Purpoſe I might alledge that general Exhor- 

tation ot our Saviour Chriſt, Mat. 5. 16. Let your 
Light fo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your 
good Works, au gloriſy your Father which is in 
Heaven; whichiwithout Doubt is as applicable to 
good Words, as to good Works, as being alike 
Exemplary, and alike tending to Edification. But 
I ſhall lay the Streſs of the Matter upon two or 
three expreſs Texts that ſpeak more home to the 
Point, and indeed ſo home as to decide it. And 
firſt I take hold of thoſe plain Words of St. Paul, 
Eph. 4. 29. Let no corrupt Communication pro- 
ceed out of your Mouth, but that which is good 
to the L of ediſying, that it may miniſter Grace 
unto the Hearers. Again, ſays the Apoſtle, Col. 
4. 6. Let your Speech be alway with Grace, ſea- 
ſom d with Salt, that ye may know how ye ought 
ro anſwer every Man. Again, .1 The 5. 11. 
Wherefore comfort your ſelves together, and edify 
one another, even as alſo ye do. And again, Heb. 
10. 24, 25. Let us conſtder-ene-anorher, to pro- 
. woke unte Love, and to good Werks.--- Exbortingl 
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the great Uſeſulneſs of talk 
there were nothing of Duty 


| courſe of little or nothing 
far from declining this important Subject in its 


r 


* | We 1 
=— 
- at © 


in Common Converſation. 27 
0ne-anather, &c. Than which few Texts nothing 
can be more plain, and tis no great Siga of our 
Reverence to holy Scripture that ſuch plain and 
3 Injunctions of it ſhould be ſo little re- 
garded. | | 

Av thus you ſee how both Reaſon and Scrip- 


ture conſpire to bind it as a Duty upon us, to ſea- 


ſon our Diſcourſe with the Things of Religion, 
which is that Salutare Condimentum, that divine 
Salt, that will-give a wholeſome and reliſhing 
Savour to our Converſation, and withal-(which . 
is another Property of Salt) preferve our Graces 
from Corruption and Decay. And truly conſider- 
ing the Moment of the Things 


King of them, tho 
or Obligation in the 
Caſe, one would think that People ſhould Diſ- 
elſe, and ſhould be ſo 


proper Times and Places, that they ſhould fall 
abruptly into it, force a Diſcourſe of it, talk of it 
in Seaſon, and (if that can be) out of Seaſon too, 
with Occaſion and without Occaſion, and ſhould 


even ſtop and lay hold on one another as they 
meet in the very Streets to talk of the great Con- 
cernments of Religion and of another Life (forget- 


ing the little Trifles of this) ſo that the main Inter- 
courſe and Franſaction of Mankind ſhould be about 
the one Thing neceſſary, and the whole World 
ſhould be but as one great ſpiritual Exchange. 
Wa v, thus I believe it will be under the glo- 


rious and happy Interval of the Church, when 


the true primitive Spirit of Chriſtianity (which is 
now a Body without a Soul) ſhall revive, and the 
Antichriſtian one ſhall be deſtroy d, when Truth 


and Righteouſneſs ſhall return to the long fgr- 


ſaken Earth, and Devotion and Charity be ſet a- 
gain upon the . Then the Holy Spirit 
2 of 


themſelves, and 
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of God will again deſcend in Tongues of Fire, and 
as the Minds of Men become more ſpiritual, and 
refine more and more from the Dregs of Earth, 
their Converſation ſhall {till grow more divine 
and heavenly. Then will the preſent Imperti- 
nencies of Society be exchang'd for nobler Sub- 
jects of Diſcourſe, and inſtead of the vain Trifles 
and Amuſements of this World, the great Things 
of Religion and Heaven ſhall be the common 
Theme, which ſhall be talk'd of with all mutual 
Freedom and 'Temper, without Reſerve, without 
Paſſion, without AﬀeCtation, and without any of 
thoſe little Deſigns and Artifices which now both 
diſguiſe and difreliſh Converſation, and make 
Men ſuſpicious and jealous of one another. All 
ſhall be then open, free and ingenuous, every 
Man's Heart a rhoprough light to every Man, as 
having no Fear of what is Bad, nor Shame of what 
is Good. So that they ſhall talk of what is beſt, ' 
in the beſt and moſt indearing Manner, till the 
Earth which is now polluted and profan'd with 
vain and wicked Converſation, fhall be ſanctiſy'd 
as it were into another Heaven, and the Confe- 
rences of Men ſhall be like the Diſcourſes' of 
Angels and glorified Spirits, T of Grace and 
Truth. Thus I ſay 'tis reaſonable to think it will 
be, but in the mean Time, how would it both a- 
maze and trouble any conſidering Man to ſee how 
this great and excellent Duty (for ſo I now call 
it) is neglected, how little: Diſcourſe there is of 
Religion paſſing in the Chriſtian World, how ſhy, 
wary, and as it were aſhamed Men are of it, how 
it is baniſh'd and excluded from all Company, 
and forc'd to retire into Churches for Sanctuary; 
in ſhort; how it is not only careleſly omitted, -but 
eyen induſtriouſly ſhunn'd and avoided, and that 
by Men otherwiſe good and pious, and whoſe 
particular Profeſſion it may be, obliges them to 
I another 
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religious Perſons, of an Order very 
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another Sort of Deportment? BI have drawa 
a ſad and black Night- piece of this already, and 


therefore need not further illuſtrate it here. On- 


ly let me aſk you what would you think of this 

Story I am about to tell you from an Author of 

great Wit and Obſervation ? Two 1 4 vi | 
. de Vil- 


auſtere, and whoſe Habit ſuffici- 1 
ently fignified the Auſterity of it, 1 "4 
had ſome Occafion-to be at Court; p. 59. 
where they happen'd to fall into Dodd þ ras 
er yr with a Man of much Wit, and that 
ou with all for one of great Intelligence, was 
nown to deal much in News, and to be able to 
tell it agreeably, and with a good Grace. Who 
ſeeing himſelf inCompany with two ſuch Pieces of 


* 


Gravity, thought he muſt now act another Part, 
and ſo laying aſide the uſual Topicks of his Diſ- 


courſe, he talk'd to em of nothing but of Devo: - 
tion and Piety. But he quickly found himſelf 


miſtaken, For our holy Fathers perceiving that 


their Courtier and Stateſman would tell them no 
News, and that he was for talking to them only 
of religious Matters, went out of the Room no 


Jeſs diſguſted than diſappointed. What, ſay they, 


as they were going out, does the Man take us for 
a Couple of Fools? Does he think we are good 


for nothing but Devotion? 


600 for nothing but Devotion ! Strange 


that Men ſhould think themſelves affronted by 


being counted devout, and thus cowardly diſown 
and be aſham'd of their Character and Profeſſion, 
and that at the very Time when they wore. the 
Signs and Badges of 

would think it ſhould be the Faſhion for Men 


it upon their Backs! One 
both to talk, and to be talkt with in their own Way, 


and about Things relating to their Profeſſion. And 
10'tis in all Things beſides, in all Arts and Scien- 
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ces, Trades, Wilings, and Occupations of Life, 
except only in Religion, and here even the very 
Profeſſors of it ſtart back, and are ſtruck dumb, 
will talk of any thing rather thay of the beſt and 
—.— Subject, and which they are alſo ſup- 
s'd to underſtand bell; and ab ſome are faid 
to glory in their Shame, ſo theſe are aſham d of 
theſr lory. But yer however the Catiſe of Re- 
ligion (thanks be to God) is not yet ſo deſperate, 
but that ſhe has ſome Friends left that dare and 
will ſtand by her, and are not afraid to wear her 
Colours, 494 publickly to own their Relation to 
her in the midił of a'witked and irreligious World. 

Which brings me to the: laſt Thing A1 1 71 

which was, | 


TIA Dx to Mew that thoſe 
Part III. who are vefy good indeed;andhavea 
| _ 'dueSenſe of Religion, and a thorough 
Zeal for it; will ſhewitby their Diſcourſe. I have 
already touch'd upon this in the Entrance upon 
this Subject, but ſhall now give it a more particu- 
lar Confideration. And for the Proof of it we have 
a great deal of Reaſon, and (thanks be to God) 
— * Experience. For tho' there are ſome De- 
grees of Goodneſs that will be 'overbotn/ by the 
Gre: monde: Difficulties and Diſcouragements, 
yet there are ſome agãin that will not, but on the 
_— outweigh them, and prevail @gainſt 
them. To which agrees that of our Saviour, o 
the Abundance of the Heart the Mourh ſpeakerh. 
The Words have a particular Force and Emphaſis 
in the Original, & n dect ** rde 
out of the Overfulneſs; Redundancy, or Super 
fluity of the Heart. There are Me igel e of 
Grace and Goodneſs which the Heart can hold in 
and keep to itſelf,” but if uantities be 
_— it 
tal 


pour'd into it, it will run over, and 


and of all t 
that not only habitually and in general, ſo as to 
be able to ſay Amen to the Creed when tis re- 
bears'd, or to anſwer. in the Affirmative to the 


not a Jew. or a Mahumetan, but in A, fo. as to- 
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ſelf into the Tongue, and ſo tho' every Degree of 
Depth will not make it overflow, yet a'very hig 
and ſwelling Tide will, and out of the Abrudance 
of the Heart the Mouth will be ure to ſpeak. 
Fon I confider in the firſt Place, that he that 
has a great Senſe and Impreſſion of Religion. up- 
on him, and whoſe Heart:doesthus.abonrnd. with 
it, mult have a great Meaſure of Faith. For 
Faith being the great Mother -Virtue, and the 


Head - ſpring of all that is Good in us, it muſt. as 


all other Springs do, at leaſt riſe as high as the 


Streams that iſſue from it. The Thing I intend 


in plain Words, out of Figure, is this, that our 
Faith being the Principal and Foundation of our 


other good Works and Habits, it muſt bear Pro- 


portion with its Effects. So that he that has a 
great Meaſure of religious Impreſſion upon his 
Heart, muſt have a Meaſure of Faith in Proper- 
tion to it. That is, he muſt firmly believe, and be 
thoroughly perſuaded of the Truth of Religion, 
fundamental Points of it. And 


Articles of it when he is put to the Queſtion, 
Doſt thou believe, &c. or to ſubſcribe to it if oc- 
cafion be to ſhew his Qrthodoxy, and that he is 
no Heretick; (for he that has no Senſe of Religi- 
on. in his Heart, and makes no Conſcience of it in 


his Life, may do all this) but alſo actually and in 


particular, that is, I mean, he muſt not only think 


thus of the Points of Religion whenever he thinks. 
about them, but muſt alſo actually and effectu- 
ally think of them, and have, as it were, a pre- 
ſent View and Intuition of what he belieyes be- 
fore him. He muſt a Believer not only in 


Habit, ſo as to be denominated a Chriſtian, and 
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be an attending and conſidering Chriſtian. He 
muſt, in ſhort, not only have a * and perio- 
dical Faith that returns upon him at ſome certain 
Seaſons, and for the reſt of the Time fleeps and 
ſlumbers in him, but a quick, lively, actual and 
awaken'd Faith, ſuch a Faith as is next to Viſion. 

As for Inſtance, The Exiſtence of a future World; 
I ſuppoſe ſuch a one not only to believe this habi- 
tually, that is, to be ſo far convinc'd of the Truth 
of the Propoſition, as to be ready to ſubſcribe to 
it whenever the Queſtion is put to him, or if Oc- 
caſion require, to write a Book in Defence of it, 
but to have the actual Thought of it reſiding in 
his Mind, to converſe in the other World much 
aftet the ſame Manner as other Men do in this, 
to ſee it and feel it, and have as it were a ſpiritual 
Senſation of it; in ſhort,*to have it ſo intellectu- 
ally preſent to him, and ſet before him, as ſcarce 
ever to loſe either its View, or its Imprefiton, 
Tuts is that Faith which overcomes the 
World, and very properly makes thoſe that have 
it more than Conquerors. The ſteddy View, or 
"rather Poſſeſſion they have of the other World 
gives them an eaſy Victory and a daily Triumph 
over this. And tho' this be a very high, I que- 
ſtion not but that it is an attainable Degree of 
Faith, and that there are ſome in the World that 
have it. But now the Things of Religion are of 
ſuch vaſt Importance, that if thus believ'd in the 
Heart, they will by their own Weight force their 


Way into the Tongue. Little Things may be eaſily 


ſuppreſs' d, or great Ones that are behey'd with 
a lazy and imperfect Faith, but tis impoſſible 
that ſuch Things ſo believ'd ſhould be kept to a 
Man's ſelf. No, he will be ſo full of them, and 
ſo big with them, that he will even travail with 
the uneaſy Burthen, and be in Pain till he be de- 
lirer'd of it. The great Things of the ert 
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World will be like Fire within him, and will fo 
warm and inflame him with their Heat, and {fo 
dazzle and overflow him with their Light an 
Glory, that he will be no more able to forbear 
talking of them, than St. Stephen when he look d 
ſtedfaſtly into Heaven, and ſaw the Glory of God, 
and Jeſus ſtanding on his rigbt Hand, could for- 
bear crying out (tho he knew he ſhould further 
enrage his Enemies, and forfeit his Life by jt) 
ge bold, I ſee the Heavens open'd, and the Son of 
Man ſtauding on the roger Hand of God. Such 
irreſiſtible Force and Efficacy have the great Ob- 
jects of Religion as well upon the Tongues as upon. 
the Hearts of Men, when they are ſet before them 
in the next View, and diſplaid in a full Light b 
that Faith which is the Subſtance of Things hop'd 
.for, and the Evidence of Things not ſeen. 
Fon I conſider again that this actual and live- 
ly Faith ſuppos' d to be in him that has this great 
Senſe and Impreſſion of Religion upon him, will 
not only ra vi ſn and tranſport him with the glori- 
ous and beatifick Views of the other World, but 
will alſo (even by ſo doing) eclipſe, extinguiſh, 
and utterly annihilate all that we call Great and 
Conſiderable in this. The Earth ſeems but as a 
Point to a mathematical Eye, and what then will 
it appear to the Eye of ſuch a ſteddy and intent 
Believer? Why even juſt nothing. He ſees its 
mighty Frame diſſolving, and all its Pomp and 
Glory vaniſhing and 3 or rather he 
does not ſee it, but overlooks it, glances his pier- 
cing Eye beyond it, and caſts it into a Shade, 
making it no Part of his inlarged Proſpect. And 
when the whole World appears to him ſo inc 
ſiderable, ſo next to nothing, bow flat and inf · 
pid, how dead and unmoving muſt all Diſcourſe 
of it be to him ! and what Pleaſure can ſuch a one 


take to talk or be talk d to an Hour or two toge- 8 
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ther about thoſe trifling Subjects that find the Bo- 
dy of Mankind in Diſcourſe, and give Entertain- 
ment to moſt Companies, and what a Pennance 
muſt it be to hie ſpiritual and high - ſet Ear to be 
condemn'd to ſuch  Impertinence! And yet he 
cannot be wholly filent neither. but muſt even to 
keep himſelf awake, talk of ſomething, and what 
Mould that be, ſince all worldly Subjects are fo 
unſavoury to him, but of the great Things of Re- 
ligion, whereof his Heart and Head too are full, 
and which jmploy both his Meditation and his 
I fſay Hection. For T further conſider that 
Love is fo talkative and ſelf- betraving a Paſſion 
that it cannot well be conceal'd when in any con- 
ble Degree. Upon which Atcount, as well 

as ſome others, it is deſervedly compared to Fire. 
Tis a Fire that not only burns, but flames out, 
an diſcovers it felf by its own Light. Love is 
more capable of Hypocriſy, hau of Diſguiſe- 
ment, it being more eaſy to pretend and counter- 
feit it where it is not, than to conceal it where it 
4s. A Man may indeed without much Difficulty, 
difſemble his Hatred, or his Envy, or his Ma- 
lice, or even his very Anger; and tis no very 
rate thing to meet with-a Sort of People that have 
the Art ſo to manage their Reſentments, as to 
Imile in a Man's Face at the very Time when 
hey are the moſt bitterly affected towards him, 
and would do him the greateſt Miſchief. But 
Love will not be ſo managed, but like Lightning 


Will break through all Reſtraints till it either finds 


vor makes a Paflage. Tis fo we know in all worldly 
Odjects, the Love of which is quickly known in 
thoſe who have a Tongue to expreſs ir (vhich in 
theſe Caſes at leaſt )'is always obſerv'd to he a 
true Index of the Heart. a Matter is 


it to find out a Zover by an . 
n . Wit 
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teteſt, Leaſes, Fines, and Mortgag 


Pulſe of his Heart beats, by the Motion of his 


Pongue. And why then ſhould not the Love o 


God and of Religion be as active and powerful 
as that Which is worldly or ſenſual? Wichout 
Queſtion it would, if it were in the ſame Degree, 


and did Men but love God and Heaven at the 7 
Tame Rate as Miſers do the World (and I hope 


there are ſome that do ſo, and a great deal mere) 


they would be as forward to talk of theſe Neck 


Things, as the others ate of the Iſtrle 


cheir vile 'Paſſfion. | For Why fhould dhe Divine 
Lover be the only one that's aſham d of his h 


Mection, and unwilling to talk of the Delight 
of his Heart? RE” 016193935 ae 

—'F's y'& &1A LL chen is further confider'd 
that the excellent Perſon we are now ſpeaking of, 
who has ſo great a Seriſe of Religion, agd-tives. 
under ſo governing an Impteſſion of it, has not 
only a great Love and Reliſti of Piety, but alſo a 


great deal of Charity for his Neighbour; and with- 
al no leſs a Zeal for the Honour and Glory of God, 


which two laſt will be of as much Forte to deter- 
mine him to to religious Diſedurſe upon the Ac- 
count of his Brother's BY eat ion, as the former 
was to diſcharge himſelf of a ſull Burthen, and for 


the Eaſe of His on Heart and Mind. 80 that | 
every Way it ſeems not only natural, but even 


necel 
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ich him! And how quickly does a - coveroms 
Perſon betray himſelf, ' who van indeed hide his 
Money, but not his Love of it. For how feeling- 

ly and ſenſibly and cordially does he talk of it 
Fimſfelf, and with what a true Guſto, and luſei- 
ous Reliſh does he bear it ralke of by others 
How often are Bills and Bonds, Principle and In- 
es in his Mouth, 
and how does he even ſhake and tremble all over 
whenever he pronounces the ſacred Name of his 
dear Idol, fo that you may cafily feel how the 


2 


36 Religious Diſcourſe 
neceſſary and unavoidable that thoſe who are very 
good indeed, great Proficients in Piety, mature 
Saints, ſhould frequently diſcourſe of good Things, 
however Chriſtians of a lower Form, and | 
Age, Infants in Religion, may not be yet ar- 
riv'd to the Uſe of their Speech. 
A v does not the Scripture here alſo ſtrike in 
with Reaſon when it makes religious Diſcourſe 
ſo conſiderable an Ingredient in the Character af 
a good Man? For ſays the royal Prophet of him- 
ſelf; and ſuch as himſelf, P/al. 119. Iwill ſpeak 
of thy Teſtimonies. even before Kings; aud will 
mot be aſhamed. And ſays bis wiſe Son, Prov. 10. 
17, 21. The Mouth of a righteous Man is a Mell 
Liſe, not a ſtandiag Pool, but a Well, that is 
always ſpringing and riſing up, and the Lips of 
the Righteous feedeth many, that is to be ſure 
with good and wholeſome Diſcourſe. - And this 
tne Prophet Malachy repreſents. not only by Way 
of Character, as a Thing that ſhould be, but as 
Matter of Fact, as the actual Practice of the good 


Men of his Time. Mal. 3. 16. Then they. that 


feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, and 
the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a Rook of 
Remembrance was written before him, for thew 
that feared the Lord, and thought upon his Name. 
And, to add no more, our Saviour tells us in plain 
Words, Mat. 12. 35. that a good Man, out of the 
good Treaſure of the Heart hringeth forth good 
Things. And to the like Purpoſe elſewhere, Mat. 
13. 52. he compares a good and a wiſe Man to an 
Houſholder, which bri ger forth outof his Trea- 
ſure Things new and old, that is, produces out of 
his rich Stock of Knowledge and Goodneſs, vari- 
ety of ſpiritual Matter for the Entertainment and 
*Edificarion of thoſe that converſe with him. 
Ap thus you ſee, both from Reaſon and 
Scripture, that however the moderately frog 
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and Virtuous may be diſcourag'd from the Prac- 
tice of religious Diſcourſe, yet thoſe that are 
Eminently >, that are very mueh under the Pow- 
er and Senſe of Religion, will ſhew it by their 
good Words as well as by their good. Works, * 
all Occafions making Ladders from Earth to Hea- 
ven, and ſeaſoning their Diſcourſe with that di- 
© vine Salt, without which nothing can be grateful 
and ſavoury to a truly pious and Chriſtian Palate. 
I But then if all very good Men will conduct and 
| order their Converſation thus, I leave it to be 
| concluded by the Way, confidering how little 
I good Diſcourſe there is going, what a few very 
1 Men there are in the World. Theſe indeed 
were always very thin ſown, but never certainly 
ſo thin as now, and accordingly never was Reli; 
gion ſo little talkt of as now. Diſputed it is 
enough, perhaps too much, but as for ſerious and 
ractical Diſcourſe of it, ſuch as comes from a 
rinciple of Goodneſs, and tends to the Promo» 
tion of it, I think *tis almoſt quite laid aſide. And 
yet ſome few there are upon whom” the Divine 
Spirit does yet deſcend in Tongues of Fire, who 
are both burning and ſhining Lights, have both 
Dexotion and Courage enough to utter the won- 
derful Works of God; and whoſe Communication 
{as the Son of Sirach adviſes, c. 9. v. 15.) is in the 
Law of the Moſt High. And theſe are they that 
bear up the finking Foundations of the moral 
World, that keep Life and Breath in the Body of 
Janguiſhing and dying Piety, that maintain a Senſe 
and Remembrance of it in the Minds of Men, 
who would otherwiſe forget what Religion meant. 
And as the Number of theſe holy and righteous 
Perſons ſhall either increaſe or decreaſe, ſo in all 
human Probability will the Tide of Religion 
(now almoſt at loweſt) either ebb or flow. 
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Dinios ing to the Intireneſs of this, Dif. 
*. ya 3 courſe, unleſs it be to lay dom ſome 
Pen, Rules and Directions tor the better 
Management of our religious Con · 
verſation. Whereof the. Firſt that 1 would. com- 
mend and have obſerv'd is this, 1 
1. Never to tall f Religion hut when you 
think of it. Twere well if you thought of it 
ſome: Time before hand, by Way of Preparation, 
but that you do ſo at the very Time. when 7 
talk of it, is, Ithink, abſolutely, neceſſary. 
Importance of the Subjectis certai ol RT 
to demand this Caution, only perhaps it may, be 
thought tco great to hee it But that's a Mi! 
take, for there are a Sort of e in the Worl 
that have ſuch a lazy, unthoughtful, lifleſs, yaun- 
ing Way of talking of Religion, that one would 
almoſt chink Fig talk d in their Sleep. They 
have a Road of pious Expreſſions, and are got 
— a certain Set of good Words, ſuch as Lord 
Feſtus Chriſt, Whos pleaſe Cod, I he Lord Wi 
done, We are all Mortal, and the like; whic 
upon all Occaſions they go over by rote, juſt as a 
Seaman does his Compais, or rather as a Bellman 
does his godly Rhimes, without thinking what 
they ſay; or being at all affected with it. Me- 
thinks when I 9 ſuch People talk of Religion, 
I fancy the Chimes going to the Tune of a Pfalm. 
The Truth is, there is but too much F 
between them, they both go as they are 1 
one almoſt as mechanically as the other. 
there is this unhappy Difference in the of eu that 
the Bells 3 call People 
wuhetcas theſe fleepy, dreaming Talkers of Reli- 
gion do but make em ſick of-1 it, Whenever 


therefore you talk of Religion, in the firſt Place 
* bz 


4 þ _ _ Y of , * ** 
w 2 \ 
2 * a 

- 
* a 
| 8 
0 
3 of 
: x 
C p 
& " 


to their Devotion, 


i Commun Converſation. 30 
be ſure to be awake,. and to think and conſider 

of what you ſay. The next Thing I would com-: 

mend, by Way of Direction, is; 

2. To talk of it eriouly; gravely, and. ſoberly, 
towards which the Confideration of wha 


*r 


| t is ſpoken *- 
. will be a very great Help and ap There 
are two Sorts of People that tranſgreſs this Rule, | 
in diſcoutſing of Religion: Thoſe that talk of it 
trreverently, and with a looſe. and careleſe Air, as 
if they thought it a Trifle, hardly worthy of ſpend- 
ing their Breath about it; and thoſe that talk of 
it preciſely, after a canting, whining, and fighing 
Manner, with an affected Tone, and an ill: con- 
triv'd Look, as if they were conjuring or telling 
Fortunes, rather than diſcourſing of holy Things. 
Now tho' theſe are Perſons of a Character ver 
different from one another, yet I think they both 
agree in this, that inſtead of advantaging the In- 
tereſt of Religion, they do but 2 pro- 
fane, and make it cheap, and ſet the Taſte of 
thoſe of good Senſe againſt it, who cannot indure 
to ſee ſo ſerious and ſacred a Thing as Religion is, 
either unhallow'd, or ridicul d. I would there- 
fore have Religion talk d of, Eirſt reverently and 
1+ ſeriouſly, in Oppoſition to the Way of the Liber- 
tine ; and then Fade ſoberly and manly, in 
Oppoſition to that of the Phariſes, without any 
ſighing, or winking, or catching the Breath, or 
Krewing up the Mouth, or any other fantaſtick 
Aſfectatious. For all this is but the Grimace of 
Religion, ſuch as is fore d and put on by thoſe 
that have it not in its true Power and Spirit, and 
: e thetthave it do = find. Occaſion or 
Inclination to uſe. For intending only to expreſs 
what they feel, and wh paſſes in — 2 
Souls, they content themſelves with the natural 
Way of doing it, Which is ſimple and plain 
whereas: the other not ſpeaking from e 
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100 —Of Religious Diſcourſe © 
Fund of Goodneſs, but being only to act a Part, 
are apt (as having no certain Meaſure) to over- 
act it, and ſo run into Affectations. The Sub- 
ſtance and Intendment therefore of this Rule, in 
Mort is, So to tall of Religion, as not to betray 
the Want of it by your Talk, For another Di- 
rection I would commend sg 
3. THAT Religion be diſcours'd of Pratti- 
cally. And that both as to the Matter, and as to 
the Manner, wherein I intend to exclude the Way 
of Notion, and the Way of Contention, the former 
nor tending much to the promoting of Edification, 
and the latter being always an Hindrance to it. 
When we talk of Religion, we ſhould remember 
the Deſign of it, and accordingly diſcourſe of it, 
not notionaly and ſpeculatively hor yet wrang- 
lingly and contentiouſly, either to ſhew: our 
own Skill in arguing,” or to try anothers, but cor- 
_dially and fpiritually, Chriſtianly and devoutly, 
after a plain, hearty, and affectionate Manner, fo 
as to anſwer the Ends of that Charity which edi- 
fies, and not of that vain Knowledge which put- 
feth up. Controverſies do but little Good even in 
Writing, wherein Victory is oftner ſought than 
Truth, but much leſs when manag d by the Tongue, 
there being but very few that have either Art e- 
nough to talk cloſely, or Temper enough to talk 
calmly upon thoſe ſhort Views, and that ve 
broken and tranſient Conſideration of the Subje 
which are allow'd'in the Way of Oral Diſcourſe, 
eſpecially in common Converſation. And there 
is nothing more indecent than to ſee People grow 
warm and out of Humour, much more to be noiſy 
and clamorous, and in a Paſſion about Religion. 
*Tis indeed unbecoming enough at any Time, or 
upon any Occaſion, but never does it ſit worſe up- 


on Men than when they make that the Subject of 
their fierce Contentiors, which ought to be the 


Cure 


. My 
_— OT. 


tber Advantage from our Mouths 'twere well if 


' Seaſon, and withal that every Thing is beautiful 
| ſon to do Good, but only that there are ſome Sea- 


Religion are not ſo apt nor likely to do it. And 
theſe Seaſons ought carefully to be avoided, and 


there is Prudence and Managemement in all 


that I call a convenient Time, when tis likely Men 
will be the better for what is ſaid to them, let it 


do fo well to fall aboard a Man abruptly; and 
chop down right into a Diſcourſe about Religion 


Cure of them. But to give Religion yet a tur 7 
on groin © CTY OT . 
4. Tua rx it be diſcours'd of Seaſonably. The. 
wiſe Man tells us that to every Thing there is a 
in its Time, Not that it can e ger be out of Sea- 


ſons and Circumſtances wherein Diſcourſes of 


fit and proper ones choſen for this Purpoſe. For 


Things, and if we make choice of a convenient 
Time to give Phyſick to a Man'sBody, much more 
ſhould we when we adminiſter to his Soul. And 


be when it will. For there are Times again when 
Men are not likely to be the better, but rather the 
worſe, and to talk Religion to them then, is both 
to ſpill your Phyſick and to injure your Patient. 
Upen which Conſideration perhaps it would not 


with him, without ſome Occafion or other, either 
naturally offer'd, or artificially contriv'd, For that 
looks either like Phariſaical Oſtentation of Reli- 
gion on your fide, or as if you thought the. Perſon 
you beſpea k in too great a Neceſſity of ſuch an 
Application. Neither of which can be very ac- 
cepta ble to him. No, there are Ways of Addreſs 7 
and ſweet Inſinuation that may be us d both more 
acceptably, and more fucceſsfully, whereof we 
have Variety of Inſtances in the Converſation of 
our Saviour Chriſt, and particularly in his Inter- 1 
courſe with the Woman. of Samartia- Again, For 
the ſame Reaſon, tho' e Beben eder d, = 
. | D . perhaps 1 
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* enn Difcourſe: 
r it would not — ſo «af to take 
it in a great a promi cyous Compa C 
whoſe Tempers and Humours you kuow nor, leſt 
. they ſhould be more offended with your'Shew of 
Oftentation, than edify'd with the real Goodnefs 
of your Difcourſe. Nor again, it may be, would 
a wiſe Man be very free Region at a publick 
97 9 beſides the Number and the * 
| t y, People are commonly diſpos' 
to Kester lc eren Pleaſantry 5 ſt- 
ent with the Gravity of ſuch ſerious: Diſcourſes. 
Nor again would" 1 date Religion n mingled with 
our Sports, nor with the H Noiſe of Bu- 
Jineſs, bor with our Drin. For what ap odd 
Thing would it be to hear a Man come ont blunt- 
uch, Religion, or begin a Diſtourſe a bout Hea- 
ven when he is a Hunting, e at full | 
Cry, or when he is dealing and tratling upon the 
' Exchangejor when he is making himſelf chearful 
in 2 Tavern. I ſay Chearfil, tor tho' he be not 
drunk, yet Region and a Bottle make but a very 
indifferent Mixture, inſomuch that the Tndecency 
of it is got into a proverb, which forbids Preaching 
on one's Glaſi.But* there is another Sort of ming- 
 . livg of Religion, and thatis, when we ſow and 
ſcceatter it here and there a * worldly Talk, 
without obſerving due Diſtances between them, | 
after the Manner of thoſe: who will talk a lirtle of 7 
| Religion, and then a lirtle of News, Buſineſs; or 3 
| — and then a little of Religion again; ſo 
juèring and interlacing their Diſcourſe with 
4 his e two extremely different Subjects. But'this 
is an unbecoming Mixture, and ſuch as does not 
well . with the Dignity of Religion, whoſe 
Sacrednels implies Separation; and requires it 
ſhould be Adcbured 45 alone, and by it elf. We 
are alſo to conſicer to Whom we f and not 


are Man mnt is drunk, or in a great 


P aſſion, 
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Paſſion, or Who fAedly ſeoffs 
all Religion, and thoſe that talk of it, making 
them both the Object of his Mockery and Ridi- 


cule. For this would be in our Saviour's Expreſ- 


ion, to caſt Pearls before Swine, uhich one would 
not do, not only for the Value or the Pearls, but 


alſo out of ſome Pity and tender Regard to the 
Swine too, conſidering how much our good-Dif- 
courſes will inflame the Reckoning, and aggra vate 
the Condemnation of "thoſe wicked Wretches, 
whom they do not amend, or by Accident make 
worſe. The ſhort then of this Rule is, that we 


„„ 
and daughs at 


take Care, ſo to time, accommodate, and cir - 


cumſtantiate our good Diſcourſes, that they may 
really do Good, and make thoſe t whom they are 
addreſs'd the better ſor them. Which Caution 
ought more particularly to be obſerv'd in that 


nicer and more delicate Part of religious Diſcourſe, 


which conſiſts in R " and-Brotherly Admo- 
nition, for which (as being an ung Work 
and Labour of Love) the ſoſteſt and moſt favour- 
able Scaſons are to be ſought out, the Aſallia 


Tempora Fandi, when Men are moſt treatable 
and beſt diſpos'd, moſt ſedate and recollected: and 

-, when this harſher Phyſick will work moſt kindly: 
with them. And for this we have-the Example 
of God himſelf, who ſeems to have us'd the like 
. Addreſs towards the firſt Offender, chuſing to. 
treat with him about his Miſcarriage, not imme- 


diately upon the Commiſſion. of it, when his Paſ- 


| e, and after fome Time of Recolleftion, 
when the Sediment of his troubled Spirit was. 
faln, and the Regions of his Soul pretty well, 


clear'd up, in the Cool of the Day. I ſhall now add 
but one Direction more concerning the Manage- 


ment of religious Diſcourſe, and that is, 


_ 


ſions were up, and his Soul ruffled and difcom- 
| 1 as is moſt probable, at ſome convenient 
itanc 


: 


I 
43 
= 
= 


l - 4 
D 2 5. Ta 
— £3 =” 
; . \ . 4 
- * , 
\ , 2 Say". 4 f 


5. To join along with it the great Adva 
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of a good Life, which will give Weight to our 
Words, and Attention to our Hearers, and is it 
ſelf, whether in the Pulpit or out of it, the beſt 


Eloquence. With this, nothing ſo mean or ordi- 


nary can come from us but What will carry a 
Grace and an Authority with it, and will be well 
accepted. But without it, tho' we ſpeak with 
the Tongues of Men and of Angles, we ſhall be 
but as founding Braſs, and a tinkling Cymbal. I 
fay tho* we ſhould To ſpeak. But then again I 
muſt tell you, that tis no very eaſy — an 
i Man to do fo. For being a Stranger to the in- 
ward Life and Power of Religion, he can hardly 
be ſuppos'd to know enough of it to talk well of it, 
nor again is it likely he ſhould have Courage 
enough to ſpeak out all that he knows, becauſe 
erde greateſt Part of it will recoil upon himſelf. 
But ſuppoſe he ſhould be able to get over theſe 
two Difficulties,\ yet after all, rhe beſt that he can 
ſay, will have but little Power to perſuade, and 
that becauſe he ſays it, who is not himſelf per- 


good Diſcourſe have as good Succeſs, take 
that your Hands do not contradi&! your Tongue, 
that your Deeds give not the Lie to your Words, 
and that you live yourſelf as you exhort others. 
Which Direction, tho' the laſt ſet down, is yet 
the firſt I would have followde. 
TR RRE are ſome whom if you were to hea 
talk a little While, and knew no more of them, 
you would think they were Saints newly, dropt 
| . Heaven, and that they had nothing of Alam 
in them. 80 1 ſet and ſpiritually tun'd 
are their Tongues, and ſo divine and full of hea · 
venly Air is their Difcourſe. And thus far tis 
well. But when after having heard their ſera- 
hic Voice, a Man ſhould look down and. 1 
a X . their 
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ſuaded by it. If therefore you would have your 0 
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their cloven Feet, and ſhall obſerve, that thoſe 3 
Who talk the Language of Angels, do yet hardly | 
live the Life of Men, What a Surprize, -and'what - 3 
a Scandal muſt ſuch a Diſcovery be ! I ſay Scan- 
Aal, for nothing brings a yum upon Religion 
than a ert di ſcover d. As long as he keeps 
on his Diſguiſe tis well enough, but when thats 
off, he is like a Sepulchre uncover d, all over Of- 
fence and Abomination, and even good Men are 
thought the worſe for his Sake. | Thoſe that have 
once found a pious Talker to be an ill Liver, are 
apt, ever after, ſo to join thoſe. Ideas together as 
to fancy they are all alike 3 and will be hardly 
perſuaded to truſt a Man of a Religious Out/ide any 
more. However, to be ſure he himſelf will never 
be thought well of again, and if he ſhould chance 
to be reform'd in earneſt, he can never hope to 
convince thoſe that knew him before of the Re- 
ality of his Change, it being er e he ſhould 
do it by greater Tokens of Sanctity and Profeſſi - 
ons of Piety than he gave out before, when he was 
known to be no more than a Pretender. Such a 
one therefore he will be ever taken to be, and as 
long as that Preſumption lies upon him, he muſt 
not expect to do any Good by the moſt heavenly 
Diſcourſes his Head can invent, or his Tongue 
can utter. His foul Actions will continually. Haf- 
fle all his fine Harangues, and what was impiouſl 
alledg'd againſt our Saviour, will be a juſt and 
reaſonable Prejudice here, Fohx 10. 10. He hath 
4 Devil, Why hear ye him? e gt 1 L 
Bor the Truth of it is, theſe Men were much, 
better let all Diſcourſe about Religion alone, and _ 
leave it to ſhift for ir ſelf, than to pretend to ſtay, 
up her tottering Ark with their unhallow'd Hands, 
They do but diſcredit and profane it, and bring 
an ill Report upon it, and withal diſcourage thoſe 
Few from talking of it who could do it to better 
5110 Purpoſe, 
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Caf Of Religious Diſtourſs," Ne. 
E - Purpoſe, but will not, for fear they ſhould be ta- 
E . ken for Hypocrites too, as was remark'd in the 
Beginning. And befides, one would think it 
ſhould be a Puniſhment to them to talk of Things 
they have no true Delight in, or Neliſh for, and 
which recoil again upon their guilty, and vo 
haps, bluſhing Faces. However, to be ſure they 
can't do it with that open Freedom, that liberal 
Aſſurance, and that ingenious Air which all Diſ- 
courſe about Religion Thould have, and which a 
eee ee, eee eee. give: —_— 
ts me in mind of. a very pertinent Saying of St. 
LL in, ſpoken in e char enden t the 
- Lord's Prayer which is by ſo many turn'd into a 
Curſe upon themſelves, Forgive us aur Treſpaſſes, 
Bhd. 8 92 us. Vie Securus dicere ? ſays 
6. Je, Fac quod dicis. Mund yon ay 
p. 4% it ſecurely? then do bat jou fan. 
And the ſame I apply to Diſcoutſe about Reli- 
gion. Would you talk of it fecurely, with true 
' - Freedom and Aſſurance, without any ſecret 
* Checks, or faint-hearted Miſgivings? The Rule 
| is both ſhort and infallible Tuc quod dicis. DPO 
what you ſay. Practiſe as much of Religion as 
vou talk, and then you have à full Licence to 
as much of it as you 'pleate.* © 
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The Devout Soul's Daily Exerciſe ;; in. Prayers, Con- 
plations and Praiſes ; Containing Devotions ſor, Morning, 
| Fer. and Night, for every Day in che Werk. With 
fayers and Thankſgivingsfor P of all Conditions, and 
upon all Occafions, R. Parker, D. D. Price 6d. 
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Sickneſs, or any other Adverlity. - Unto aubich are added, 

= Prayers and Meditations, ſuitable for all Peron . 
Vina, Body, or Eſtate. Price 6410 JA 66 
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